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Mexico (Revillagigedos)

Almost 50 in 5 days!

by Aldo Zavala | local coordinator Projecto Manta Pacific Mexico
The Revillagigedo archipelago stood before us, after a full day of sailing
in slightly rough seas, as if it could feel and manifest a fraction of the
excitement felt by those of us aboard the Nautilus Explorer. Our
point of departure was Cabo San Lucas and on the trip were
members of the Manta Trust and the Manta Pacific Mexico
Project as well as tourists enthusiastic about diving and the
underwater wonders this magnificent archipelago presented
to us. The mission of the Manta Trust and Proyecto Manta
was to record as many oceanic manta rays as possible, taking
note of data that will help complete the mysterious population
structure of the mantas that inhabit the Revillagigedo archipelago.
Our first stop was Socorro Island, where we could appreciate the
intricate geography that volcanic activity and the force of the sea have created
over hundreds of years. However, it was what was hidden beneath the sea surface that really took
my breath away. A parade of a diversity of colors, sounds, shapes, and sizes where fish, invertebrates
and marine mammals alike participated, and as if it was a sudden cloud defying the sunlight, 5 meters
above me came to rest one of the first oceanic manta rays we were able to record. A 5 meter wide
chevron colored female manta ray, whose graceful swimming was only surpassed by the enormous
curiosity she showed towards the divers.
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The days aboard the Nautilus Explorer were
filled with marine biodiversity, research, and science
outreach. Guy Stevens, chief executive, and co-founder
of the Manta Trust shared his expertise and
passion for manta rays with all of us on
board. Thanks to this, a multinational
group of divers from Mexico, Canada,
Spain, Brazil, Switzerland, France, and
the United States joined forces to
record a total of 46 manta rays during
the entire trip. Without a doubt, this
was a unique experience for me. It allowed
me to grow as a scientist and a human being.
I gained a lot of learning from this expedition and
my batteries were recharged by knowing about success stories such as the protection of oceanic
manta rays and marine biodiversity carried out in this incredible archipelago.
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