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The Revillagigedo Islands (aka
Socorro Islands) are a group of volcanic
islands in the Pacific Ocean that lie 250 miles off Baja
Mexico’s southern shore.They are known for their unique ecosystem
and are sometimes called Mexico’s “little Galapagos”.
This remote volcanic archipelago is a superhighway for the largest pelagic species in the
world! Divers and scientists from around the world come to dive with its oceanic manta
rays, friendly dolphins, and up to 10 species of sharks! In November, it will be whale sharks
season, so the hardest decision you’ll have to make will be where to look underwater!
Mantas are the claim to fame for the Revillagigedos, with reliable sightings throughout the
season. The magical dive site called “The Boiler” on San Benedicto Island is a submerged
seamount and cleaning station where more than a half dozen mantas can be seen at a
time, where they often interact with divers for hours at a time. The mantas here are very
friendly and seem to enjoy the presence of humans. This is truly an exceptional place to
get the full manta experience! This destination can only be dived by a liveaboard vessel. It
takes approximately 30 hours each way to reach the islands. The underwater topography
consists of rocky outcroppings, boulders and some walls, but the true highlight is the
incredible density of large pelagic species in an epic, open-ocean setting.
On this expedition, you’ll have the
opportunity to experience and
participate in cuttingedge conservation research to protect one of the ocean’s most
majestic animals. Manta Trust scientists will be collecting photographic identification
images of all mantas encountered throughout the expedition - a task that guests are
welcome and encouraged to participate in. All new manta rays will be added to the
database and guests will beinvited to name these new mantas. Every manta sighting is
crucial information in developing effective management and conservation strategies for
these increasingly vulnerable animals.
CITIZEN SCIENCE - GET INVOLVED!
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SOCORRO
ON-BOARD MANTA EXPERT

On this special Manta Expeditions, a Manta Trust scientist
will be onboard
for its entire duration, offering
everyone the
opportunity
to
interact and learn
from a leading
manta expert.
The presence of a Manta Trust
scientist onboard will enhance
your experience in a number of
ways:
• motivate and inspire you, by learning about the
marine ecosystems you will be exploring
• gain access to an accumulated wealth of knowledge
and expertise, providing you the opportunity to
become actively involved in cutting-edge scientific
research.
• offer you an educational and much more rewarding
experience by making your underwater encounters
more personal, and by involving you first-hand in
marine research and conservation.
• be environmentally aware and proactive and
become an active member of an initiative which
stands to have strong implications for the on-going
persistence for manta rays worldwide.
Collectively the Manta Trust and Manta Expeditions
teams possess over two decades of experience
working in the Maldives, studying its manta
population and marine life and have assembled a vast
amount of knowledge and expertise, knowledge you
will have access to on this expedition.
A core focus of the expeditions is not only to
provide close encounters with manta rays but to
enthuse and educate divers in marine conservation
issues and the environment surrounding them.
Through a series of activities and presentations on
topics covering local marine species and habitats led
by the Manta Trust experts, you are sure to leave
with an increased awareness of the threats facing
our oceans and, perhaps more importantly, how you
can help.
Using the knowledge of the Manta Trust scientist
you will gain a brand-new perspective to diving and
experiencing the underwater world; by understanding
what you see you will gain a better appreciation and
love for the ocean and its creatures. Ultimately, with
the guidance of the Manta Trust researcher you will
have the chance to give something back to the ocean
which we believe is fundamental considering how
much we take from it!

A UK registered charity, the Trust`s mission is to
advance the worldwide conservation of manta rays and
their habitat through robust science and research, by raising awareness and providing
education, influence and action. The Manta Trust was formed in 2011 to co-ordinate
global research and conservation efforts for these amazing animals, their close relatives
and their habitat.
THE MANTA TRUST

Data Collection: The Manta Trust has a number of research projects worldwide,
incorporating population data, research on manta movements, and genetic analyses - to
name a few - in order to better understand the general ecology of manta and mobula
rays.
This expedition is organised by our friends at SeaCrush, a travel
operator dedicated to sustainable diving and aimed to make diving
not only a fun activity but also having an impact on the conservation of our fragile
marine ecosystems. On this trip you will be joining other SeaCrush members on a
fantastic dive trip to Socorro!
SEACRUSH

The 38mt M/V Valentina liveaboard underwent an indepth re-fit in 2013 to ensure the highest standards.
The vessel has 10 air-conditioned cabins all located on the main deck and each with
an en-suite bathroom. The air-conditioned dining room offers excellent cuisine with a
variety of Mexican, European and Asian dishes, and also an open bar with a choice of
various soft drinks, cocktails, liquors, and draft beer. There is a large, partially covered
sun deck for relaxation in-between dives, or enjoying the stars in the evening. With
only 20 divers and top-notch service all along the trip, this is one of the friendliest
Revillagigedos liveaboard!
THE M/V VALEN TINA

BOOKING
To reserve your place on this
Socorro Manta Expedition, please send an email to
Niv Froman via info@mantaexpeditions.com.
Payment and booking for this expedition will be
handled by our trip partners SeaCrush.

* Price is for 9 nights trip and includes transfer SJD airport and the marina, up to 4
dives per day, accommodation, full board meals and beverages (water, coffee, tea, local
beer and a glass of wine at dinner). Price does not include marine park fees (USD 81
per diving day), chamber fee and fuel surcharge (USD 105), Nitrox, crew gratuities and
gear rental.
Room category prices per person: Premium twin/double shared USD 3,990, Deluxe
twin/double shared USD 3,690, and Stateroom twin/double shared USD 3,190.
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